DERMATOLOGY. 


929 


subsequently transformed into soft, infiltrated, nodular plaques, more 
or less elevated above the surface, persisting indefinitely. There was 
likewise a diffuse infiltration of the lobule of the left ear, which, increas¬ 
ing, became a pedunculated tumor with no tendency to ulceration. 
Microscopic examination of the tumor of the ear revealed a structure 
composed exclusively of round cells having all the characters of lympho¬ 
cytes lodged in a fine connective-tissue reticulum—that is, a true 
lymphoma. The author regards the cells of leukcemic tumors as true 
lymphocytes, having their origin in the blood. 

The second case was one of generalized exfoliative erythrodermia 
with fine, dry scales, accompanied by moderate pruritus, occurring in 
a man, aged sixty years, presenting hypertrophy of the ganglia and 
spleen, with a relative increase in the percentage of the lymphocytes in 
the blood. 

The autopsy and histological examination fully confirmed the clinical 
diagnosis ot pseudoleukremia. From the study of his own case and 
of similar ones reported by other observers Nicolau is of the opinion 
that the exfoliative dermatitis is not an accidental occurrence, but is 
directly dependent upon the pseudoleukcemia. He also discusses the 
relationship of this dermatitis to the pityriasis rubra of Hebra which 
it resembles clinically, and concludes that this latter disease is composed 
of three groups, one of which is closely related to tuberculosis, the 
second is intimately associated with pseudoleuksemia, while the third 
is related to none of the foregoing and should be considered as true 
idiopathic pityriasis rubra. 


Joint Affections .in Psoriasis.— Menzen (Archiv /. Dermaiologie und 
Syphilis, Band lxx.. Heft 2), who has studied the records of the derma¬ 
tological clinic at Bonn with a view of learning what relationship, if any, 
exists between affections of the joints and psoriasis, found that in only 
5 out of 1000 cases of the latter disease observed during a period of 
twenty-three years was there any accompanying disease of the joints; 
3 of these cases were studied most carefully, and in none was impossible 
to demonstrate any probable relationship between 'the disease of the 
joints and the eruption. 


An Almost Complete Cure of Tuberculous Lupus by. Permanganate of 
Potash.— Hallopeau and Norero (Annales de dermaiologie et de 
syphiligraphie, November, 1904), at a stance of the Soci6t6 Fran 9 aise 
de Dermaiologie et de Syphiligraphie, reported a case of extensive 
lupus which had been almost entirely cured by applications of solutions 
of permanganate of potash. • The patient was a girl, aged fourteen 
years, who, since she was five years old, had had an ulcerating lupus 
of the face, which upon her entrance into the hospital occupied the 
lower two-thirds of tne nose, the cheeks, and the anterior portion of 
the neck. The diseased areas were treated by the application-of 
compresses wet with a solution of permanganate of potasn, generally 
1:50, sometimes 1:20.- Under the influence of this medication the 
ulcerations gradually cicatrized.. At the same-time an extensive ulcer¬ 
ating lupus of the left leg was cicatrized by the same medication. - 

The Treatment of Port Wine Naavus by Radium Bromide.— Hartigan 
(British Journal of Dermatology, December,1904) exhibited a case of 
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port wine nsevus at a meeting of the Dermatological Society of London, 
m which treatment with radium bromide had been productive of 
decidedly encouraging results. The patient was a woman, aged 
twenty-six years, with, a ruevus covering the left cheek and the side of 
the nose. The two specimens of radium employed weighed 10 mgm. 
each, and were of the highest known radioactivity. Thirty-nine 
exposures, varying in duration from a half to one hour, were made 
at intervals of a week. At the time the patient was exhibited the 
nffivus had entirely disappeared with the exception of a few small 
areas which had not yet been treated. 

[The members of the Society before whom the case was presented 
expressed the opinion that the result of treatment was “distinctly 
encouraging.” A photograph accompanies the report of the case, and 
if this picture shows the nsevus at the dose of the treatment, when the 
reporter states the mark had “entirely disappeared with the exception of 
a few small untreated areas,” the result does not seem to the observer 
of the picture to be entirely satisfactory, as the photograph shows either 
part of the najvus remaining or scarring. If it be scarring, any treat¬ 
ment that will cause scarring m the treatment of ntevi is to be deprecated.] 

Thigenol.— Saalfeld (Jour. mol. cut. et de syph., November, 1904) 
mcperimented with this new substance, put forward as a succedaneum to 
ichthyol. It is a composition of iodine and ichthyol, in which occurs 
10 per cent, of sulphur in an organic state of combination. Thigenol 
possesses a dark-brown color and a syrupy consistence; is inodorous, 
almost insipid; soluble in water, alcohol, and glycerin. Applied to the 
skin it dries rapidly, and it does not stain me linen. It is a vaso¬ 
constrictor, is useful in inflammations, is drying, and favors resorption. 
It calms itching, as shown in 124 observations in eczema. In sebor- 
rhceic inflammations in solution it was found especially useful. It is 
a mild remedy, and in the author’s experience was of no value in 
psoriasis. In phlebitis, bandaging with thigenol, glycerin, and water, 
equal parts, gave very good results. 


Treatment of Impetigo— Honcamp, of Berlin (Mvnatshefte f. prak. 
Derm., Band xxxix., No. 12), gives a clinical note on the value of 
bismuth chinolin rhodonate (Oudim Edinger), which is applied as a 
powder after removal of crusts, with a wooden spatula, as metal instru¬ 
ments are to be avoided on account of ready oxidation. At the moment 
of application a slight burning is experienced, which soon passes away. 
This can be avoided by mixing the drug with equal parts of starch. 
Following the application, yellow, loose crusts form which become 
brownish. A bandage or covering is not required. The impetigo 
lesions heal under the crusts in .three or four days. 

Clinical Results Concerning Atoxyl.— Biringer (Jour. mol. cut. et de 
Syph., November, 1904, p. 848) experimented with this new drug at the 
dime for cutaneous diseases at Bonn. The drug is a white, crystalline, 
inodorous, almost insipid powder, soluble in 20 per cent, of hot water. 
The solution takes on a yellowish tint on cooling, and bases to take 
up about 2 per cent, of atoxyl dissolved. The toxicity is about forty 
times less strong than that of the other inorganic arsenical preparations. 
Forty-two patients received subcutaneous injections of 20 per cent. 



